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To te R EA D E R. 


IN the Vear 1780, when many Volunteer 


Companies were formed in Ireland, and diſ- 


ciplined for the defence of the kingdom; ſeve- 


ral Sermons were preached before them, ſome 


of which were afterwards printed. The Au- 


thor of the following diſcourſe, having obſery- 5 


ed, that, though theſe were good in other x re- 


ſpects, yet they contained very little that was 
ſpiritual; little that tended to illuminate the 


underſtanding, or to ſhew the depravity of 


: Human nature : He thought that ſomething of 
this kind might be uſeful at preſent; and 

therefore contributes his mite to the good of 
the community in general, and of the Volun- 


| teer Companies in particular. 


THE 


CHRISTIAN SOLDIER, &c. 


2 Tim. ll. 3. 
ENDURE HARDNESS, AS A GOOD SOLDIER or 
230 CHRIST, Fes 


RbyGcian ſhould be well acquainted with the con- 
ſtitution of the human frame, and with the Diſ- 

9 of his patients, in order to make out a proper 

preſcription, It is not leſs neceſſary, that whoever would 


preſcribe medicines for the Soul, ſhould be thoroughly 


{killed in the maladies to which it is liable; eſpecially 


that inherent infection, which is the ſource of all the reſt ; 
that he may be qualified to give proper inſtruction, and 
offer each perſon his portion in due ſeaſon. 


Leſt I ſhould be guilty of delivering precepts pro- 


miſcuouſly, which belong only to thoſe who have enliſted | 
under the banner of Chriſt, and are determined to“ fol- 
low him witherſoever he goeth:“ or, leſt ſome one ſhould 
apply to himſelf an exhortation, which by no means be- 
Jongs to him; it may be neceſſary to ſhew, 


I. What is implied i in that term“ a Soldier of Chriſt: © 


and how a perſon becomes ſuch, 


II. What 


| 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
1 
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( 
II. What is implied in „ enduring hardneſs as a good 
Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt.” Having attempted to ſpeak to 
theſe two points, I ſhall, | 


III. Beg leave to offer à few plain practical precepts, 


not altogether unneceſſary, . nor unſuitable to 


E 


the preſent poſture of affairs i in Ireland. 


I. What is implied in being a Soldier of Chriſt ; 
The life of a Chriſtian is frequently repreſented by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, under various figures; ſuch as 
labouring in a vineyard, working, wreſtling, running, fight= 


ing; and when they uſe theſe figures, they uſe terms 
ſuitable to ſuch actions. By this term a Soldicr of Chrij?, 
I underſtand briefly, and in plain Engliſb, a Chriſtian. 
A Chriſtian, not merely in name, but in deed and in 


truth. One, who does not content himſelf with ſaying 


to Chriſt Lord, Lord; but who is entirely devoted to his 
Service. One who, not refting ſatisfied in © naming 

| the name of Chriſt,” departs alſo from all imguity: Who 
not only profeſſes to know Chriſt ; but alſo does the things 


that he ſaid, Theſe terms, a Suldier of Chriſt, and a 
Chriſtian, being, as I apprehend, ſynonymous, I ſhall 
uſe them as ſuch ; and in defining one, it may be eaſily 


ſeen what is implied in the other. 


Christian, was probably a term of reproach given in the 
apoſtolic age, to the followers of Chriſt; to ſuch, who 


denyed themſelves, renounced all the hidden works of 


darkneſs, and believed “ in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with 
the heart unto righteouſneſs ;? who being united to him, 


the True Vine, by living faith, and deriving from him a 
| conſtant ſupply of ſpiritual ſtrength, were enabled to 


bring forth fruit unto holineſs, But in our times, how is 
this 


„ 
this name moſt ſhamefully and ſcandalouſly abuſed ! Ma- 
ny have the effrontery to call themſelves Christians ; yet 
live in open, barefaced rebellion againſt the Sovereign of 
the univerſez in dire& oppoſition to all the rules and 
precepts of Chriſtianity. They call CHRIST their Saviour, 
their High-Prieſt, their Advocate, and their Lord; but 
in works they moſt ſhamefully deny him; as if he came to 
be the miniſter of /in; not to deſtroy the works of the Devil. 
Are not moſt of our nominal Chriſtians at this day guilty 
of the moſt heinous and abominable crimes : crimes which 
a conſcientious Turk, or Pagan, would even bluſh to 
mention ? Tn, 

When therefore, the- term is ſo ſcandalouſly abuſed, 
is it not uſeful to have the outlines of the Chriſtian cha- 
racter drawn ſo that we may be able at one view to ſee 
whether it belongs to us or not ? Whilſt I endeavour to 
_ Exhibit a ſketch of the Chriſtian picture; let me entreat 
the reader to aſk his conſcience in the preſence of God, 
6 Am I the perſon, or am I not?” And, may the 
Sxanchzx or HearTs, who ſeeth, not as man ſeetb, 
enable him to make an impartial application! 2 

Let me obſerve, firſt, that no man is a Chriſtian by na- 

ture. By nature we are all the children of wrath “. We are 
e ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did our mothers conceive 
us}.” We are corrupt by nature; „ there is none that 
doth good, no not one.“ * Every imagination of the na- 
tural man is only evil, and that continually d.“ „ The 
imagination of his heart is evil from his youth+4.” “ Man 
is born like a wild aſs's colt,” (in a ſtate of alienation, or 
ſeparation from his God.) * All have finned and dme 
„„ 3 - Ys Wort 
5 * Epheſ ii. 3. + Pal. li. 8. 1 Pſal, Un. 3. Rom. i I's 12. 
$ Gen, vi. 5: + Gen. viii. 21. + Job ty 12. | 
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ſhort of the Glory of God.“ All have fin, that is, this 
inherent corruption of nature, and ** are very far gone 
from original righteouſneſs;” and all thoſe who have 
grown to maturity, have tranſgreſſed the Jaw, in their 
own perſons, and have thereby incurred the divine diſ- 
pleaſure. It is neceſſary then for all thoſe, who have 
forfeited the favour of their heavenly King, to recover 
that loſt bleſſing, or to get their Monarch reconciled to 
them again. 

Man, in his fallen nature; cannot effect this by bie 
own ftrength. He can neither make any ſatisſaction to 
God for the breach of his Law; nor txtricate himſelf 
from that depth of miſery to which he is fallen. In this 
ſituation, therefore, he needs a Mediator; one to make up 
the breach, and reconcile the offended to the offender. He 
ſtands in need of one to diſcharge that debt, which he is 
olf himſelf unable to pay; to cancel the hand- writing that 
is againſt him, by paying down the price, and ans. 
diſcharging all the demands of the creditor. |: 
Where then is one to be found, who will effect this great 
work? Who will make a ſufficient ſatisfaction to God for 
the breach of his Law? Who will pay down a proper 
price, to redeem from miſery the fallen creature, and 
reſcue from ſlavery him that was ſold under Sin? * Who 
is worthy to open the Book, and looſe the Seals thereof?“ 
Who is ſufficient to avert the wrath of an offended God? 
Will any of the angelic Hoſts undcrtake it ? 


© Say, heavenly powers, where ſhall we find ſuch love? 
Which of you will be mortal, to redeem 
Man's mortal crime ? and die the dead to ſave 5 

He aſk'd, but all the 888 choir ſtood mute; 

And lence was in Heay” ne? 


1 


1 Rom. iii. 23. ib. v. 13. 


5 EY 

Not one of theſe would undertake it ; nor indeed were 
they capable; for, „ without ſhedding of blood,” and 
blood of the pureſt kind, ** there could be no remiſfion” 
of the guilt®, “ No man im heaven, nor in earth, nei- 
ther under the earth, was able to open the Book, nor to 
look thereon.” But, “ behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, is found worthy to take the Book, and to open 
the Seals thereof; for he was ſlain, and has redeemed us 


to God by his own blood, out of every kindred and tongue, 


and people and nationf.” CHRIST, the Lawns of God, 
the © only begotten of the Father, and the expreſs Image 


of his perſon ;” he, and he only, takes upon him this 


amazing buſineſs to avert his Father's wrath ; voluntarily 

' conſents to lay down his own Life as a price, or ranſom ; 
not for his friends, but for his bittereſt enemies. Amaz- 
ing love! Aſtoniſhing goodneſs! Myfterious condeſcen- 


ſion ! For, as St. Paul faith, ** Peradventure for a good 


man, ſome would even dare to die; but God commend- 


eth his love towards us, in that whilft we were yet ſinners, 
ChRISsTH died for us*,” „ Now herein is love, (ſaith 


the Apoſtle John,) not that weloved God, but that he 
loved us, and gave his Son a Propitiation for our ſins &.“ 
But leſt ſome ſhould miſtake the Terms of Salvation, 


or fink into that vulgar opinion, «© Becauſe the Son of 
God hath ſuffered, therefore no man will go to hell;” it 
may be neceſſary to obferve, that though CHRIST, by 


ſhedding his blood, has made a ſufficient atonement for the 


fins of all mankind ; though he has paid down a full price 


to redeem the debtor, and to cancel the bonds ; {fill Man 
muſt appropriate to himſelf the bleſſing intended for him; 


ſtill there are Conditions required on his part, which if 


E 2 | | not 


| 5 Heb. ix. 22. 5 Rer. v. 3.9. by Rom. v. 7, 8. 8 1 John iv. 10. 


82 


W 
not complied with, he ſhall reap no advantage by what 
Cnxis r hath done. Though CHRIST died to ſave fallen 
man, to reſtore him again to the favour of God; ſtill it is 
neceſſary that each individual, at leaſt under the Goſpel 


Diſpenſation, ſhould be made ſenſible of his fallen, or 


loſt eſtate; that he ſhould ſee the neceſſity, the ab/elute 
neceſſity of recovering this fall. Untill this 1s the caſe, 
he will not enquire after, or go to Him, who alone is 


able to raiſe him up. Though Carisr came to be a 
phyſician to every ſin-ſick Soul; yet he that does not 


feel his ſickneſs, will not ſend for a phyſician, will not 


endeavour to procure the Balm of Gilead for his deadly 


wound ; and, conſequently, may die of the diſorder. 


Though CRHRISsTH came to give liberty to the captives; to 
make thoſe free, who were willing flaves to fin and Sa- 

tan; yet it is neceſſary they ſhould be deeply convinced 

of their ſlavery ; very ſenſibly feel themſelves “ tied and 
bound with the chain of ſin,” before they can get looſe, 
or be brought into the true liberty of the children of God. 
Though CHRIST invites all to come to him; yet, tis only 


to the weary and heavy laden that he will give reſt ; # tis only 


the brokcn-hearted that he will bind 1p; tis only the mourner 


in Zion, that he will comfort. | 


In oider to become a Chriſtian, Man muſt feel the want 


of Cn&1sT in his prieſtly and mediatorial office, to inter- 
cede and make an atonement for his paſt tranſgreſſions. He 
muſt feel the want of him in his prophetic office, to en- 
lighten his dark underſtanding, and guide him into all Truth, 


He muſt alſo feel the want of him in his kingly office, 
to ſubdue his unruly tempers, paſſions, and carnal appe- 


tires, He muſt very ſenfibly feel, and deplore the want of 


| CurisT i in theſe ſeveral reſpects, before he can derive any 
_ benefit from him. Being thus made ſenſible of his wants ; 
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F 28 7 : 
being ſtript of his dependance on any thing independent of 
Jesus ChRIST H; being ſtript of his Phariſaie robes, of his 
moral honeſty, his good humour, good nature, and a 
thouſand other props by which too many ſupport their 
vain hopes; being ſtript of theſe, I mean, as to any de- 
pendance on them, he muſt “ believe on the Lord Jesvs 
CHRisT,” with that “ faith which juſtifieth the ungod- 
ly ;” that faith which is the operation of God's Spirit ; 
that faith which is “ the evidence of things not ſeen?“ 


that faith, which is attended with the peace of God, and 


with a joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 

Man muſt rely on Car1sT, and him only for Salvation; 
a Salvation from the guilt, from the power, the in-being, 
and the dominion of ſin; a Salvation from evil tempers, 


evil habits, evil thoughts, and evil inclinations. In a 
word, he muſt depend upon CRRIsT, and him only for a 


ſupply of all his wants. He muſt build upon him as the 
only foundation, as the eternal rock of ages; and rely upon the 
Name of Jesvs, as the only Name under heaven where- 


by he can be ſaved.” He that cometh thus to the Father 


by the Son, ©*will in no wiſe be caſt out.” He that was 


a rebel, becomes thus an adopted child, He that was 


& alienated from the commonwealth of Iſrael, is now 


become an © heir of God and a joint heir with Cuntsr,” 


He is enliſted under the banner of CHRIST, and enters the 


field of battle againſt all his ſpiritual foes, under the con- 


duct of this his Prince, his Leader, and his King. Being 
enliſted under the ſtandard of the Lord of Hoſts, he is clad 
with a full ſuit of armour, even the whole armour of : 


' God.” © His Loins are girt about with Truth ;” his 
breaſt fortified with ©* the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs :” 


his “ feet ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of 


peace; his head covered with © the helmet of Salvati- ; 


on * 


1 


on:“ he takes alſo the ſhield of faith, with the ſword 


of the Spirit, which is the Word of God” and to all theſe | 


he adds conſtant prayer, with unremitting watch/ulneſs. 
Being thus equipt for the conflict, he muſt keep this ar- 
mour in conſtant exerciſe; for the enemies he has to en- 
counter are very crafty, and exceeding numerous. He 
muſt by no means rely on his natural ftrength, no not for 
a moment; but look to © the Captain of bis Salvation, 
who will not ſend him a warfare at his own charges ;”” who 
will, in every trial, provide a way for his eſcape, and will 
bring him off more than conqueror. 


5 endeavoured to ſhew how a man muſt be 


conſtituted a Chriſtian, or a Soldier of Chrift; I ſhall, in 


the next place, endeavour to point out from Scripture 


what we are to underſtand by enduring hardneſs, in the 
chriſtian ſenſe of the word, ſo as to become a good Soldier 
of JEsus Cnri1sT. 

Enduring hardneſs 0. chiefly in taking up the 
croſs, and following Jeſus whitherſoever he goeth. If 
any man,” ſaith Chriſt, „ill come after me, Jet him 
deny himſelf, and take up his croſs daily and follow mel“. 
« He that taketh not his croſs, and followeth after me 
is not worthy of me, or, cannot be my diſciple.” 


It conſiſts in ſuffering perſecution for righteouſneſs 


ſake; for, „all that will live godly in CHRIST JEsus, 
muſt ſuffer perſecution. $” This is the undoubted conſe- 
quence of following Jeſus. He was rejected, deſpiſed, 
ſcoffed, mocked, and hated by the world; ſo have all his 
members been, and ſo they are treated to this very day. 
If the world hate you,” ſaid Chriſt to his followers, 


= f cc ye 


| Luke ix. 23, 1 Matt. x, 56. Luke > xiv. 27s 
$ Matt. v. 10, 2 Tim. 1 2 


2 
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< ye know that it hated me before it hated you. Re- 
member the word that I ſaid unto you. The ſervant is 


not greater than his Lord, If they have perſecuted me, 
they will alſo perſecute you*.” If then you become a fol- 


lower, a diſciple of CuRIsT, marvel not, if the world 
hate yout. 


The Soldier of Chriſt mutt go without the camp, 


bearing his reproach ;”” ſuffering ſhame for his ſake; for, 
© whoſoever, faith CHRIST, ſhall be aſhamed of me and of 


my words, of him ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when 
he cometh in his glory with the holy angels}.” He muſt 
with his maſter, go through evil report, as well as good 


report; and rqoice when men speak all manner of evil of him 
falſely, for Chrifi's jaket. He muſt avoid all effeminacy, 
idleneſs, or ſloth; he muſt deny himſelf in thoſe things 


which are moſt pleaſing to fleſh and blood; he muſt 


„ keep under the body by temperance, and not make pro- 


viſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof.” This leſ- 


ſon, St, Paul, that veteran Soldier of Cunkisr, not only 
taught, but practiſed. Therefore, when © the time of 

his departure was at hand,” he could ſay in triumph, 
I have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 
| I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the right- 
cous Judge, ſhall give me at that day; and not to me 
only, but unto all them alſo that love his appearing||.”? 


And he exhorts Timothy in theſe ſolemn words: “But 
thou, O man of God, follow after righteouſneſs, godli- 
neſs, faith, love, patience, meekneſs. Fight the good 
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art 


alſo 


* John xv. 18. 20. 1 Luke ix. 26. + Matt. v. 11, 12, 
| 2 Tim. iv. 7708 8 2 Cor. xi. 23. & c. 
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| alſo called: 1 give thee charge in the ſight of God, that 


thou keep this commandment without ſpot, unrebukable, 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus CarieT®.” 
But ſome one will be ready to ſay,—** St. Paul was 


an apoſtle, employed as an extraordinary perſon to plant 
the goſpel in barbarous, uncivilized countries; he was 


therefore more expoſed to dangers, perſecutions, and hard- 
ſhips, than the common chriſtians of his day; but 'tis 
not required that we, who live in a chriſtian country, 


and ata time when chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, ſhould fol- 


low his example, in ſuffering ſuch ſeverity and hardneſs, 
or, that we ſhould obſerve ſuch ſtrict diſcipline as was re- 
quired of the primitive chriſtian ſoldier.” — 

In order to obviate ſuch objection, let me e obſerve, 


that though we may not be circumſtanced in every re- 


ſpect as St. Paul was; though we may not be ſent on an 
extraordinary embaſſy to our fellow-mortals ; yet it is 
incumbent on each of us to live up to the tenor of the 
Goſpel ; to obſerve all the Law of Gop, as well as Paul, 


Peter, John, or any of the apoſtles, conſidered in their 
Private capacity; or as any other of the followers of 
_ Chriſt in the apoſtolic age: And that for theſe plain rea- 


ſons; becauſe God is the ſame UNCHANGEABLE Being 
To-day, that he was in any other age ;—becauſe he is 


20d of ruxrry, and deteſts the leaſt degree of fin at 


this day, as he ever did; becauſe his Law is the ſame, and 


the ſanCtion the ſame; becauſe human nature is the ſame, 


not worſe than in former times';—becauſe the apoſtles, 
and primitive chriſtians, nay, Noah, Moſes, David, Job, 
Daniel and John the Baptiſt were not better by nature than 
we are, but were © born i in fin, and the children of wrath 


even 


* 1 Tim vi. 11. &c. 


1 
even as others; * becauſe JEsus CHRIST is the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever; and therefore is able 
to ſave to the uttermoſt all in every age that come to God 
by him ;—becauſe, without him no man can do any thing 


acceptable to God; but with him ſtrengthening and aſſiſt- - 


ing, every man can keep the commandments, 
With reſpect to that other phraſe,— We live ina 


Chriſtian country, and in a land where Chriſtianity is 


eſtabliſhed ;”*—let me obſerve, that names and phraſes 


do not alter the nature of things; that Chriftianity does 
not conſiſt in opinions, or ſpeculative notions ; neither 


does it conſiſt in any outward thing, in particular modes 


or forms of worſhip ; that a man's calling himſelf a Chriſ- 


tian, does not conſtitute him a Chriſtian, any more than 


calling himſelf a king, makes him one; and that the 
calling this a * chriſtian country,“ does not make it 
| ſuch, any more than calling the earth a ſun or a fixed ſtar, 


would impart to it the properties peculiar to theſe lumi- 
nous bodies. 


If any man, faith st. Paul, « have not the Spirit of T 
CunRIsT, he is none of his t;“ he doth not belong to his 
flock, And if he hath not “ put on the Lord Jesus 
_ CurisT;” and is not endued, in part at leaſt, with that 


„ mind that was in CHRIST,“ or is not in ſome ſort 
conformable to the image of CHRIST, and poſſeſſed of 
meek and heavenly tempers, he deſerves not the name of 
a diſciple, a follower, or a Soldier of Cnkisr, neither will 
CHar1sT own him as ſuch either here or hereafter, 


If then, after conſidering theſe things, ye are convinced 
that ye are not yet true Scldiers of Chriſt, let me exhort 


©" you to enliſt this day under his banner; repair to his 


. GEO Se ſtandard 


* Epheſ, ii. 3. 4 Rom. vill. 9. 
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fandard, and never deſert it; fear no dangers, ſhrink. 


from no trials, follow the Captain of your Salvation; 
put on the whole armour of God; ſtand in the evil day,” 


the day of trial, that ye may have the honour to ſtand at 


his right-hand in the great Day, and receive a crown, the 


| brightneſs of which not eternity itſelf can tarniſh, 
I have been thus particular in ſketching out the chriſtian 


character; becauſe I apprehend that no man can have 


true fortitude or courage, but a real Chriſtian; that no 


man can, upon well-grounded principles, act as a valiant 
ſoldier, except he is a Soldier of Jesus CURISTH; that he 
cannot, conſiſtently with reaſon or Scripture, enter the 


field of battle, and meet death with calmneſs, and un- 


daunted reſolution, except ſin, the Hing of ann, is firſt 
removed. 


As to the behaviour of many . duelliſts at the 
ſight of approaching death, it deſerves, I think, the name 
of raſhneſs, or fool-hardineſs, rather than true courage 
or greatneſs of mind. © It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God, and to dare him to do his 
worſt; which that man does, who enters the field of 
battle, and ruſhes upon death, without a well- e 

confidence, and “ a hope full of Immortality.“ 


However, let me not he underſtood as if I would damp 


the ardour of our gallant youths, who have ſtepped forth 


with a reſolution to defend their country from imminent 


ruin: far be the idea from me ! I would rather commend 


ſuch; but I would exhort them firſt to become Chriftian 


Soldiers; then, though the-ſons of Belial ſhould lead forth 
their aca hoſts againſt us, ye ſhould meet them calm- 

| ly and undiſmayed, and n upon them, hew them to 
5 pieces. | | 


I 
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V 
I now beg leave, in the laſt place, to deliver a few 
Precepts, ſuitable, I truſt, to the preſent ſituation of 
affairs, and eaſy to be underſtood by perſons of the mean- 
eſt capacity. And having premiſed, that what I am 


about to offer, I deliver with the utmoſt deference and 


re ſpect to the VoLUNTEERs of Ireland in general; 
III. I firſt addreſs you, Gentlemen, who bear ſome rank 
in the preſent United Companies. As ye are diſtinguiſhed 
by rank and ſtation, let me entreat you to diſtinguiſh your- 


ſelves alſo by ſetting a good example to thoſe of a lower 


order. Example, 'tis allowed, has great influence in 


every ſtate and ſtation of life; when, therefore, we ſee a 


bright example in a high ſtation, our hearts are animated 


with a generous emulation to copy after it. As ye have 


been choſen by the aſſociated Volunteers, to lead them 
on againſt the enemies of our country ; ſo be careful alſo 


to take the lead in every action that is noble, 8 * 
manly, laudable, or worthy of imitation. 


In the next place, I addreſs you, who, though of a 


lower rank, are as capable of being poſſeſſed of greatneſs 
of mind, courage, and true fortitude, as the greateſt 
general, ptince, or potentate on earth. Ve are capable, 
I ſay, of poſſeſſing theſe amiable, theſe laudable qualities; 


but take eſpecial care that ye be really poſſeſſed of them. 


Take heed that ye diſtinguiſh between pride, and true 
| greatneſs of mind, As ſtyles or titles given to noblemen 


do not add to their real worth, or make them truly nabe; 


ſo the putting on a red coat, and military accoutrements 
will not make you real ſoldiers, or inſpire you with true 
courage, magnanimity, or fortitude. Greatneſs of mind 
is ever accompanied with the profoundeſt humility, and 


he that truly“ humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted.” Do 


not imagine, that upon 8 on the military dreſs, "= 


F2 are 


E 

are immediately metamorphoſed into other kind of beings 
than ye were before. Remember ye are the ſons of fallen 
Adam; keep your eye fixed upon the depravity of the 
human heart; look conſtantly inward, and ye will there 


find enough to humble you. Whilſt ye fight againſt 
enemies without, take care to ſubdue theſe enemies within, 
the paſſions that war againſt the ſoul ; and never ceaſe, till 
ye get pride entirely rooted out of your nature. 


A the foundation of all that is great, noble, or com- 
mendable in man, let me recommend to you an awful 


reverence for the Deity, with every thing that relates to 


him. © Reverence his holy name, and his Word.” Do 
noteven mention his Name without the greateſt awe, the 


moſt humiliating reſpe&, and a ſenſe of the divine Ma- 
jeſty. Take not his Name in vain upon every trivial oc- 
caſion. Is not the uſe of oaths, curſes, and imprecations, 
ſo frequent amongſt the military, and indeed amongſt 
all ranks and orders, to be conſidered as an evident token 
of the want of ſenſe, or underſtanding * Theſe iſſuing 
from the mouth may evince a vacuity, or the deficiency 


of brains in the head, and prove, that the perſon, who 


| uſes them, however he may ſeem in his own. eyes, is in 
reality little better than an idiot. Diſdain then all ſuch 
expreſſions, as ſerve only to affront the Deity, and expoſe 
you to his wrathful diſpleaſure. ACt like men, like rati- 
onal beings, and pay the profoundeſt regard to the Name 
of Him who ſupports the univerſe ;z who, as he ſpoke it 

into being, could as eaſily reduce it into nothing again. 


Next to honouring the holy Name and Word of God, 


let me perſuade you to obſerve his Day alſo with the ſtrict- 


eſt ſcrupulocity; and by your example influence others to 


do the fame, How can ye expect to obtain aid or pro- 


f tection ſrom the Almigaty.; if ye do not reverence Him, 
and 


(wg ) 
and the Day ſet apart for his ſervice? Ts there, I would 
alk, any neceſſity for diſciplining the troops on the Sab- 
bath-day, (as I have heard is the caſe in ſome places) 


except our enemies were actually in the field, and juſt ready 


to ruſh in upon us? Is not this then a wanton profana- 
tion of the Sabbath, that might, in the mean time, be 


very well avoided ? 


Pay the ſtricteſt regard to Truth at all times, This i is 


a part of the chriſtian armour mentioned by St, Paul. : 
„ Stand,” ſays he, addrefling the chriſtian ſoldiers of that 


day, „having your loins girt about with Truth.” As 


if he had ſaid, ye profeſs to fight for Gop, who is © the 
Go of Truth,” and for „the Truth as it in Ix- 


$Us;” therefore take heed that ye be really poſſeſſed of 


this excellent accompliſhment, this noble piece of ſpiri- 
| tual armour ; otherwiſe, ye will not be looked upon as 
C18 T's ſoldiers, neither will he acknowledge you for 
his in, “ the day when he maketh up his jewels,” To this 


agree the words of David, where, after having aſked the 


queſtion, Lord, who ſhall dwell in thy tabernacle, or 
who ſhall reſt upon thy holy hill?“ He anſwers, «He 


that leadeth an uncorrupt life; that doeth the thing 7 
which is right, and ſpeaketh the truth from his heart*,” 
But, even laying aſide Scripture ; is it not the part of 


a man of honour to adhere ſtrictly to his word? And 
ſhould not a ſoldier be a man of honour ? Should he not 


4 ſpeak the truth from his heart; * nay, ſhould he not 


have the word VERACITY written in capitals on his 
breaſt-plate ? —Be ye, my friends, conſtantly girded with 


this honourable girdle, the girdle of Truth; and whilſt ye 


are poſſeſſed of it yourſelves, ye may with more boldneſs 


ſtand. 


* Pſal. XV. 1. 2. 
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fand forth and contend ſor the Truth, or the“ Faith 
that was once delivered to the ſaints.” Contend earneſt- 
ly for the truth of the Proteſtant religion, which is no 
other than the Chriſtian religion. But contend in apro- 
per, in a chriſtian manner; not by fire and burning fag- 


got, not by racks and torture, not by the hell-deviſed 
means uſed by the Inquiſition, that Houſe of Mercy, ſo 
called; no, —but compel the gainſayers to come in, and 
join with you in a reaſonable ſervice to the Deity, by your 


example, by your lives, by your actions, by your con- 


verſation, Demonſtrate to, them thus, that Protestantiſm 
is no other than the Religion of JesUs CHRIST, the reli- 
gion of harmony, unanimity, and love. 


And, whilſt ye proteſt againſt a voluntary humility in wor» 


Shipping of angels, and ſaints departed; or in paying your ad- 


dreſſes to lifeleſs pieces of wood or ſtone, under the plauſible 


pretence of putting you in mind of the perſons they repre- 
ſent; whilſt ye diſdain to be hood- winked, fettered and 
bound, and compelled, contrary to common ſenſe, to hear 
_ prayers offered to a God of decency and 0: der by the prieſt 
alone, and that in a kind of gibberiſh as unintelligible by 
moſt of the hearers as the language of geeſe, or the bray- 
Ing of an aſs; whilſt ye ſpurn the idea of tranſubſtantia- 
tion, and refuſe to adore a wafer-god ; whilſt ye proteſt, I 


ſay, againſt theſe, together with all the trumpery, mysteries, 


and errors broached by the mother of barlots; take heed that 
ye protest againſt all kinds of fin, vice, and immorality. 

Let Hol ix Ess be your motto. Let RiGHTEOUSNEss be 
the moſt conſpicuous part of your armour; then may ye 


advance with courage; then may ye ſtand forth with in- 


trepid boldneſs, and dare the father of lies, or any of his 
ſervants to ſay and do their worſt; but being devoid of 


this, ye expoſe yourſelves to the enemies darts, and leave 
your breaſt unguarded to the foe.” 


Avoid 


("a 
Avoid the unmanly, ſcandalous vices of drunkennefs ' 
and debauchery. Theſe enervate and enfeeble the body. 
They alſo contaminate the mind, and degrade man to a 
ſtate more deſpicable than the meaneſt of the brute crea- 
tion, They expoſe him to the contempt both of friends 
and enemies; nay, to the everlaſting torments of hell fire. 
Need I remind you of the well-known ſtory of Ulyſſes 
companions, who, by the intoxicating cups of Circe, were 
transformed into ſwine? What was it that put a ſtop 
to Haunibal's conqueſts, and in the end compelled him to 
leave Italy? Was it not effeminacy, floth, idleneſs, and 
debauchery, in which he indulged himſelf at Capua? 
What cauſed Alexander to ſtab his faithful friend, and 
afterwards loſe his life, together with a conquered world ? 
Was it not Drunkenneſs, intemperance, and pride? If 
then ye wiſh to be prepared for the enemy in the field, and 
to put them'to flight, even by looking them in the face, 
avoid, ſtudiouſly avoid, all kinds of intemperance. En- 
dure hardneſs,” both in a chriſtian, and in a military ſenſe, 
« Be temperate in all things.” Come with well-braced 
| nerves to encounter the foe; ſo ſhall ye * put to flight 1 
the army of the Aliens.“ 
Take care that ye welah and confider maturely for what 
end ye have aſſociated yourſelves together :— not only to 
defend your country from a foreign enemy, but fror all 
thoſe who are enemies to her internal peace and ſafety ; ; 
to ſuppreſs all riots and inteſtine commotions; to appre- 
hend robbers, vagabonds, and every other peſt of ſociety. 
' Whilſt then ye have aſſociated for ſuch laudable purpoſes ; 
wilſt ye profeſs to condemn the vices of others, take 


1 „ + heed that ye be not partakers, or in ſome wiſe guilty of 
- the like yourſelves. Endeavour, both by example, and 


every exertion of your mental and bodily powers, to clear 
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the land of vice and immorality, thoſe venomous ſerpents, 
that ſting and lurk in every corner; which, if ye effect, 


ye will deſerve to be recorded in the 11;/h annals, and | 
have your names tranſmitted to the lateſt poſterity. 


Endeavour to get right notions of Liberty. This, like 


many other terms, is much abuſed, and little underſtood. 


Take heed that ye do not uſe liberty as a cloak for licenti- 
ouſneſs. Seek firſt the liberty of the children of God; 
ſeek to become CarisT's freemen, and then ye ſhall 
be free indeed.” Labour after the liberty of the mind, 
the liberty of conſcience, and contend for theſe with all 


your might, Labour to ſupport that conſtitution and 
government, which ſupports and allows the liberty of 
_ conſcience ; and never ſubmit your necks to the popi/h 
yoke, which is the moſt galling and ſervile bondage. 
Underſtand firft what your rights and privileges are; 
then contend for them in a proper manner. Obſerve 


order, regularity, and ſtrict diſcipline; and let al} your 


' motions be the reſult of unanimity and mature delibera- 
tion; ſo ſhall ye keep peace and enjoy it at home; whilſt 
your very name will ftrike terror into your enemies 


abroad. 
There is another ids. which; 1 bin 18 not . : 


together unſeaſonable ; and therefore, I ſhall beg leave to 
offer it, not as an affront to the INDEPENDENTS of Ire- 
land; but in order to prevent, as far as may be, a ſeem- 
ingly growing evil. Contract no debts (I ſpeak it with 
the greateſt reſpect, which ye have no viſible or probable 


means of diſcharging ſhortly. A ſoldier ſhould be an ho- 


neſt man: but I apprehend he cannot be deemed ſuch, 


who contracts debts without a probability of payin them; 


or runs himlſef headlong into a nooſe, without conſider- 
ing how he ſhall get out of it again. Beware of doing this, 


or 


3 
or any other thing, which would bring a bluſh in your 
face, and ſhame your fellow-ſoldiers, nay, would fix 
an indelible ſtain on the VoLUNTEERs of Ireland. Again, 
whilſt ye contend for Life, Liberty, and Property, take 
heed that ye join with theſe Loyalty alſo. Whilſt ye aim 
at redreſs of grievances, beware of taking inconſiderate, 
and unjuſtifiable ſteps, in order to procure it. Proceed 
with coolneſs, wiſdom, prudence, and deliberation ; and 
ſeek this wiſdem conſtantly from the true Fountain 
© who giveth liberally to every man, and upbraideth not.” 
There have been ambitious and defigning men in every 
age and nation, who, under pretence of redreſſing griev- 
ances, or reſcuing their country from flavery, ſo cajoled 
the people, as to perſuade them to ſubmit their necks to 
a heavier yoke; and did, in the end, become more ty ran- 
nical and overbearing than thoſe, againſt whom they had 
= ſpirited up the people. = 
Beware of deſpiſing dominion, and 0 er evil of _ 
 dignities, Join not in the common cant with thoſe, who | 
ſpeak of things they know little of; who endeavour to 
point out this man, or that man, as the cauſe of our nati. 
onal calamities; not conſidering that they themſelves 
are partly, nay, perhaps equally the cauſe of thoſe priev- 
ances whereof they complain. Beware of raſhly cenſuring - 
any man, or fixing the blame of our calamities on any 
individual whatſoever, without having very good reaſon 
for ſo doing. Our diſtreſs, our calamities, our griev- 
ances,” fill the mouths of each individual throughout the 
: kingdom; who are pointing out ſome object without 
- themſelves, as the cauſe of our national diſtreſs; where- 
as, I apprehend, each individual both male and ſemale, 
has contributed to bring down theſe calamities on our 
guilty land, Would ye look for the true cauſe of our 
grievances, look within Yourſclves: Examine carefully 


G - your 
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your lives, your converſation, and your hearts; com- 
pare them with the chriſtian picture, which ye will find 


drawn at full length in the written word of God; bring 
them to this teſt and ſtandard, and then, I am perſuaded, 
ye will ſee plainly where the real cauſe of our diſtreſs 


lies. 

Is not Holarry, drunkenneſs, debauchery, idleneſs, 
adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, ſodomy, lying, curſing, 
ſwearing, ſabbath-breaking, theft, murder, robbery, co- 


vetouſneſs, malice, envy, revenge, ambition, luxur Y, pr ide, 


hypocriſy, immorality, and vice of every kind ; is not 
each and all of theſe the true cauſe of our calamities ? Is 
not the offended Deity vi/iting, and about to vi/it-for theſe 


things? * Will not his ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation 


as this?“ Is he not ſcourging, and about to ſcourge theſe 


guilty, theſe once favoured nations, with his up-lifted rod? 


Undoubtedly he is. —For, what is ſpoken of the poſterity 


and kingdom of David, is equally applicable to us: * If 

be commit iniquity, I will chaſten him with the rod of 

men, and with the ſtripes of the children of ment: If his 

children forſake my law, and walk not in my judgments ; 

if they break my ſtatutes, and keep not my command- 

ments; then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, | 
and their iniquity with ſtripes*.” 


Here is the true cauſe of your calamities ; the real Wun⸗ 


tain, from which your grievances flow. If then ye would 
| ſtem the torrent of grievances, put a ſtop to the torrent 
of vice in yourſelves; and endeavour, as much as in you 


lies, that others may do the fame, Whilſt ye arm your- 
ſelves againſt your external enemies, bend your whole 


force againſt thoſe vices already mentioned; hew them 


down, ſpare not one gag ; for, until this be done, in vain 
can ye expect the protection of the Almighty, or hope 
for a redreſs of grievances. Think not that the removing 


of 


2 2 Sam. vii. 14. * Plal, Ixxxix, 30. 31, * 
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of men, or miniſters, will effect this. The cauſe till 
remaining, the effect will be the ſame. A particular re- 
formation muſt be begun in order to a general reformation 2 
and a national reformation muſt take place, if ye would 
reaſonably look for any favour from the Almighty, Un- 
til ye firſt lay down the arms of rebellion which ye have 
taken up againſt your heavenly King, ye cannot reaſon- 
ably expect that he will zo forth with your armies, = 
deliver you out of the hands of your enemies, 
Go not forth to battle, neither enter upon any tt. 
on without conſulting Him, who ſuperintends all events, 
and giveth the victory to whomſoever he will. Be not 
aſhamed to uſe this unfaſhionable piece of artillery. Fol- 
low the precedent ſet you by that great and good king 
Jehoſbaphat, who, with his people“ aſked help of the 
Lord,” and had an immediate anſwer to their prayers 5 
for God cauſed their enemies, who were come out againſt 
them, namely, the children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount 
Seir, to riſe up againſt, and utterly deſtroy one another; 
ſo that Jehy/haphat and his people had nothing elſe to do 
but to carry away the ſpoilt. Whereas we read that they 
who preſumed to go up to fight with the Amalckites, and 
Canuanites, contrary to the expreſs command of God by his 
ſervant Moſes, were defeated and diſcomfited before their 
enemies. Even the ancient Heathens generally conſulted 
their gods by ſacrifice before any expedition; and if at 
any time they were defeated, or the enterpize proved 
| abortive, it was thought to be owing to a neglect in this 
point. | | 
St. Paul, having enumerated the ſeveral pieces of ar- 
mour, which he exhorts the followers of CHRIST to take 
unto them; adds Pray always with all prayer and ſup- 
plication in the Spirit, and watch thereunto with all 
perſcverance.“ To the other precepts res which ] have 


ventured | 
4 2 "> RAY xx. 25. + Num. xir. 42. 45+ 
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ventured to deliver on this occaſion, let me add this of that 


great apoſtle ; as likewiſe that of Jeboſbapbat to his people 


when he was leading them forth to battle ;—** Believe in 


the Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; believe his 
prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper.” 


Having pointed out to you what I did to be the 
* cauſe of our calamities; and alſo what I look upon to 


be the ſpeedieſt and moſt effectual remedy, in order to have 
them removed: having endeavoured to point out to you 


wherein I think true Fortitude conſiſts, and what it is 


that conſtitutes a valiant Soldier: having endeavoured to 


deliver my ſentiments in the plaineſt terms, - and without 


reſerve ; I have, in ſo doing, contributed my mite to- 
_ wards reſcuing a nation from deſtruction. If ye are con- 


vinced that what I have delivered upon this occaſion be 
agreeable to ſcripture, to reaſon, and to common ſenſe ; 
ye will need, I hope, no other Argument to induce you to 


_ practiſe accordingly. 


| Ariſe then and ſhew yourſelves men; ac like riticakl 


5 beings, like beings who thirſt for glory, the glory of an 


immortal crown. Enliſt under the Banner of CHRIST, 
and follow his bright Example through the whole conti- 
nuance of your warfare, Keep your eye fixed on him as 
the pole- lar, to guide and direct you in all your movements 
expeditions, and enter prizes. Let nothing attract your 
attention from him, or make you look either to the right 
or left, until ye come to ſee him as he is,” and to re- 


ceive that welcome plaudit, ** Well done, good and 
faithful ſervants; ye have fought a good fight, ye have 
finiſhed your courſe; now enter into my joy; receive 


this never-fading crown ; partake of the Tree of Life that 
is in the Paradiſe of my God ; and roign as kings and 


_ prieſts for ever. 
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